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HIGHLY WATER-ABSORPTIVE POWDERY POLYMER COMPOSITION 

This invention relates to a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition. 
The highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition according to the present invention is 
improved in its reduced hygroscopicity and cohesiveness while maintaining various water absorption 
properties inherent in highly water-absorptive polymers. Particularly noteworthy is that the present powdery 

5 polymer composition is remarkably improved in its reduced adhesion to metals. Thus, it can advanta- 
geously be used for various water-absorptive materials. 

Highly water-absorptive polymers are synthetic polymers which have recently been used not only for 
sanitary goods or paper diapers in sanitary fields but also for water retentive materials, dew condensation 
preventive materials, freshness retentive materials and solvent dehydrating materials in industrial fields as 

w well as in agricultural and horticultural fields, and are now expected to be applied in a wider range of fields. 
In general, such polymers are often processed into sheets especially when used for sanitary materials and 
in industrial applications. According to one process (i) applied to this end, a highly water-absorptive 
powdery polymer is inserted between two unwoven fabrics, which are then heat-sealed or otherwise 
processed into a water-absorptive sheet. According to another process (ii), cottony pulp is put on a sheet 

75 impermeable to liquid, a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer is scattered on that sheet, and cottony 
pulp and a sheet permeable to liquid are further placed on that sheet, followed by pressing into a water- 
absorptive sheet. According to a further process (iii), cottony pulp is previously mixed with a highly water- 
absorptive powdery polymer, and the resulting mixture is inserted between two sheets respectively 
permeable and impermeable to liquid, followed by pressing into a water-absorptive sheet. Other processes 

20 may also be used. In order to produce such water-absorptive sheets on an industrial scale, use is often 
made of machinery such as carriers, mixers, constant distributors and roll type pressing machines. 

In this case, machine troubles are likely to occur due to the hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion 
to metals of highly water-absorptive powdery polymers. This is particularly marked when the polymers are 
those synthesized by reverse-phase suspension polymerization. 

25 Various proposals have been made to decrease the hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to 
metals of such highly water-absorptive powdery polymers. For instance, there have been proposed: 

(a) granulation of powder into granules, 

(b) removal of fine powder by classification, 

(c) surface treatment for coating a hydrophobic substance on the surface of polymers, 

30 (d mixing of polymers with specific hydrophobic ultrafine silica particles, as disclosed in Japanese 

Patent Kokai Publication No. 133028/1981. 

So far as the present inventors know, however, the above method (a) needs complicated steps, and the 
method (b) is disadvantageous in the light of production yield. A problem with the method (c) is that the 
water absorption capacity of the polymer treated is excessively reduced. With the method (d), it is not easy 

35 to effect uniform mixing of polymers with such ultrafine particles. Taken altogether, the above methods .(a) 
to (d) have some effects upon reduction in the hygroscopicity and cohesiveness of highly water-absorptive 
powdery polymers. However, they are little effective for reduction in the adhesion to metals of highly water- 
absorptive powdery polymers, especially with polymers prepared by reverse-phase suspension polymeriza- 
tion. 

40 In other words, the hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals of highly water-absorptive 
powdery polymers prepared by, esp., reverse-phase suspension polymerization are not simultaneously 
improved to satisfactory levels. In this regard, there is left much to be desired. 

The present invention is intended to provide a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition 
which is simultaneously improved in terms of hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals without 

45 causing damage to the water absorption properties inherent in a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer. 

As a result of various studies made so as to solve the aforesaid problems, the present inventors have 
found that a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition, which may be prepared by mixing and 
dispersing a porous fine powder of high-purity silicon dioxide having a large internal surface area with and 
in a highly water-absorptive polymer, successfully achieves the object and provides a solution to the 

so aforesaid problems. The present invention has been accomplished based on such finding. 

Thus, the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition according to the present invention 
comprises a mixture of a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer and a porous powder of a high-purity 
silicon dioxide, said powder having (a) a mean particle size of 0.1 to 30 urn as measured by the Coulter 
counter method and (b) a specific surface area of 500 m 2 /g or more as measured by the BET (Brunauer- 
Emmett-Teller)method. 
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Figure 1 is a schematic view illustrative of a device used to measure the rate of water absorption and 
water retention capacity of a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer (composition), and 

Figure 2 is a schematic view illustrative of a device used to determine the adhesion-to-metals of a 
highly water-absorptive powdery polymer (composition). 
5 Throughout the drawings, reference numeral 1 stands for a highly water-absorptive polymer 
(composition) (1 g), 2 a support board with a small hole, 3 an unwoven fabric, 4 0.9% saline solution, 5 a 
burette, 6 a rubber plug, 7 & 8 valves, 9 an air inlet, 10 a highly water-absorptive polymer (composition) and 
11 a roller. 

w 

< Highly Water-Absorptive Polymer> 

The highly water-absorptive powdery polymer used in the present invention, with and in which the fine 
r5 powder of high-purity silicon dioxide is to be mixed and dispersed, may be selected from the group 
consisting of a hydrolyzate of starch/acrylonitrile graft copolymer, a crosslinked product of carboxymethyl- 
celiulose, a crosslinked product of polyacrylic acid (or its salt), a copolymer of acrylic acid (or its salt) and 
vinyl alcohol, a crosslinked product of polyethylene oxide and so on. 

Preferably, the highly water-absorptive polymer powder has a mean particle size of 10 to 2000 urn, 
20 esp., 50 to 1000 urn. 

Such highly water-absorptive polymers may be those obtained by known conventional methods or 
commercially available products. Especially remarkable effects are obtained when using polymers prepared 
by the reverse-phase suspension polymerization of an acrylic monomer selected from the group consisting 
of acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, and their alkali metai salts in a hydrocarbon solvent containing a surfactant 
25 with the use of a radical polymerization initiator. 

Given below are details of the highly water-absorptive polymers synthesized from such acrylic 
monomers. 

It is to be understood that the present invention is not limited to such preferable highly water-absorptive 
polymers as mentioned below and, hence, to those obtained with the use of a radical polymerization initiator 
30 and/or a surfactant. 



Acrylic Monomer 

35 The highly water-absorptive powdery polymer particularly preferable for constituting the highly water- 
absorptive polymer composition according to the present invention is one produced from an acrylic 
monomer selected from the group consisting of acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid and their alkali metal 
salts. It is here to be noted that the "alkali metal salts" refer to salts obtained by the neutralization of the 
carboxyl groups of acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid with an alkali metai hydroxide such as sodium 

40 hydroxide, potassium hydroxide or lithium hydroxide. In view of the quality, price, etc. of the resulting 
polymers, particular preference is given to a salt obtained by the neutralization of acrylic acid and/or 
methacrylic acid with sodium hydroxide. 

It is also to be noted that the "highly water-absorptive powdery polymer produced from an acrylic 
monomer selected from the group consisting of acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid and their alkali metal 

45 salts" does not exclude the presence of other components that do not hinder the achievement of the object 
of the present invention or other monomers or components that favor the present invention. 

When taking into account the properties of the highly water-absorptive polymer, the degree of 
neutralization of acrylic acid and/or methacrylic acid is one of very important factors. In order to make the 
properties of the resulting highly water-absorptive polymer well-balanced, it is desired that 50 to 95 mol% of 

so the entire carboxyl groups in the acrylic monomers are neutralized. If the degree of neutralization is below 
50 mol%, there can then be a drop of water absorption capacity, which makes it difficult to keep the 
properties of polymers well-balanced. When the degree of neutralization is more than 95 mol%, on the 
other hand, the rate of polymerization is too slow. 

The concentration of such acrylic monomers in a solution is preferably in a range of 20% to 70%, more 

55 preferably 30% to 60% inclusive. 

in the present invention, the aforesaicTacrylic monomers may be used in combination with other 
monomers copolymerizable therewith such as, for instance, maleic acid (salt), itaconic acid (salt), ac- 
rylamide, 2-acrylamide-2-methylpropane sulfonate, 2-(meth)acryloylethane sulfonate and 2-hydroxyethyl 
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(meth)acrylate, provided that they cause no substantial damage to the water absorption properties of the 
water-absorptive polymers. 

5 Radical Polymerization Initiator 

When the above mentioned acrylic monomers are polymerized by reverse-phase suspension poly- 
merization into highly water-absorptive polymers, it is usual to previously dissolve a water-soluble radical 
polymerization initiator in an aqueous monomer solution. As the water-soluble polymerization initiator, use 
70 may typically be made of a persulfate such as potassium persulfate or ammonium persulfate, or an azo 
initiator such as azobis-(2-amidinopropane) dihydrochloride. These radical polymerization initiators are 
usually used in an amount of about 0.001 to 5% by weight, preferably about 0.01 to 1 .0% by weight based 
on the amount of an aqueous monomer solution. 

75 

Hydrocarbon Solvent 

The solvents to be preferably used for reverse-phase suspension polymerization are aliphatic or 
alicyclic hydrocarbons. Examples of such solvents include n-pentane, n-hexane, n-heptane, cyclohexane 
20 and ligroin. Among these, cyclohexane and n-hexane are particularly preferred in view of the removal of 
polymerization heat and the drying of polymers. 



Surfactant 

25 

Surfactants may be used arbitrarily, according to necessity, for the purpose of stabilizing an aqueous 
monomer solution in a hydrocarbon solvent in the form of waterdrops, and have a considerable influence 
upon the particle size and apparent flowability of polymer products. To this end, various surfactants have 
been proposed. Preferred surfactants to be used in the present invention may include sorbitan fatty acid 
30 esters represented by sorbitan monostearate or sorbitan monolaurate, glycerin fatty acid esters such as 
glycerin monostearate, a polyglycerin fatty acid ester, a polyoxyethylene sorbitan fatty acid ester, a 
polyoxyethylene alkyl ether, a cellulosic protective colloid, a sucrose fatty acid ester and so on. These 
surfactants may suitably be used at a concentration of 0.1 to 10% by weight, preferably 0.5 to 5% by 
weight in a hydrocarbon solvent. 

35 

Polymerization 

The order and manner of addition of the above mentioned acrylic monomers, radical polymerization 
40 initiators and surfactants as well as the operating procedures of polymerization are not particularly limited in 
carrying out polymerization to produce the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer according to the 
invention. Polymerization may be carried out, for example, in a manner such that (a) an aqueous solution of 
an acrylic monomer, in which a crosslinking agent and a radical polymerization initiator have been 
dissolved, is added to and suspended in a hydrocarbon solvent containing a surfactant, followed by heating 
45 to carry out polymerization; (b) a surfactant is added to an aqueous solution of an acrylic monomer in which 
a crosslinking agent and a radical polymerization initiator have been dissolved, and the resulting solution is 
then added to and suspended in a hydrocarbon solvent, followed by heating to carry out polymerization; (c) 
an aqueous solution of an acrylic monomer, in which a crosslinking agent and a radical polymerization 
initiator have been dissolved, is added to and suspended in a hydrocarbon solvent, and a surfactant is then 
so added to the resulting solution, followed by heating to carry out polymerization; and so on. 

The polymerization temperature used is generally in a range of 40 to 120° C, preferably 60 to 90° C. 
Although varying with the polymerization temperature, etc., the polymerization time is generally in a range 
of about 30 minutes to 6 hours, preferably about 1 to 4 hours. 

55 

< High-Purity Silicon Dioxide> 
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The high-purity silicon dioxide to be used in the present invention should be in the form of porous fine 
powder having a large internal surface area. 

More specifically, use should be made of high-purity silicon dioxide powder having (a) a mean particle 
size of 0.1 to 30 am, preferably 0.3 to 20 um, more preferably 1 to 10 urn as measured by the Coulter 

5 counter method and (b) a specific surface area of 500 m 2 /g or more as measured by the BET (Brunauer- 
Emmett-Teller) method. When the mean particle size and specific surface area fall out of the aforesaid 
ranges, it is then required to increase the amount of the silicon dioxide added in order to achieve the 
intended effect of the present invention, thus offering disadvantages in view of economical consideration 
and difficulty in its good dispersion. 

10 The term "high-purity" used herein with respect to silicon dioxide refers to a pure silicon dioxide 
content of at least 99.5%. Referring to the amount of the high-purity silicon dioxide mixed with and 
dispersed in the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer, while it varies depending upon how much 
improvements are to be achieved, it is used generally in an amount of 0.001 to 10 parts by weight, 
preferably 0.005 to 5 parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the highly water-absorptive powdery 

75 polymer so as to achieve a satisfactory improvement simultaneously in hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and 
adhesion to metals. In some cases, the silicon dioxide may be added in an amount exceeding the above 
upper limit. In that case, however, care should be taken of some possible problems arising in connection 
with the properties of compositions for use in certain applications. 

20 

<Composition> 



The composition according to the present invention may be obtained, for example, by uniformly mixing 
25 and dispersing the predetermined amount of the above specific silicon dioxide with and in the above 
preferable highly water-absorptive powdery polymer. Although mixing and dispersion may be carried out by 
a number of known conventional manners or means, they are easily achievable with a mixer generally used 
for powder mixing. 

The thus obtained composition of the present invention is simultaneously improved in terms of 
30 hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals with no deterioration of the water absorption 
properties inherent in the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer, and are thus applicable to various 
fields. 



35 < Experimental Examples> 



The present invention will now be explained in detail with reference to the following experimental 
examples. In the examples, the water absorption properties of the high water-absorptive powdery polymer 
40 composition were determined in terms of the water absorption capacity and rate of water absorption 
(diffusion), which were measured according to the method indicated below. Also given below are methods 
for measuring the hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals of the highly water-absorptive 
powdery polymer composition. 

45 

Water Absorption capacity: 

1 .0 g of a sample of a highly water-absorptive polymer composition was placed in a 400-mesh nylon 
bag (of 10 cm x 10 cm), which was immersed in 0,9% saline solution for 30 minutes. After 30 minutes, the 
so nylon bag was pulled up and drained off for 15 minutes and then its weight was measured. Based on the 
weight difference from the weight of the nylon bag housing a blank sample, the water absorption capacity 
was determined as the weight of 0.9% saline solution absorbed in 1 g of the composition. 



55 Rate of Water Absorption (Diffusion): 

Measurement was carried out using the device shown in Fig. 1. 1.0 g of a sample of a highly water- 
absorptive polymer composition was placed on an unwoven fabric on a support board with a small hole. 
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The amount of 0.9% saline solution absorbed by the sample upon contact thereof with the solution was 
measured. The rate of water absorption (diffusion) was determined as the amount of 0.9% saline solution 
absorbed after 10 minutes of initiation. 

5 

Hygroscopicity & Cohesiveness: 

50 g of a highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition was uniformly placed on a petri dish of 
15 cm in diameter, which was then put in a thermo-hygrostat maintained at a temperature of 25 C and a 
10 relative humidity of 80%. Two hours later, weight gains and state changes were observed to evaluate how 
hygroscopicity and cohesiveness were improved. 



Adhesion to Metals: 

A sample of polymer composition was placed on the upper portions of two rollers (SUS304) fixed by a 
shaft of 5 cm in diameter and 30 cm in length, which were then rotated and the adhesion of the sample to 
the rollers was examined visually. 

Fig. 2 indicates a schematic view of the device used for this test. 

HIGHLY WATER-ABSORPTIVE POLYMER 



25 The highly water-absorptive powdery polymers herein tested were synthesized as follows. 

Highly Water- Absorptive Polymer (A) 

30 

In a four-necked round, flask of 5000 ml in volume provided with a stirrer, a reflux cooler, a 
thermometer and a nitrogen gas supply tube, was placed 1210 g of cyclohexane, to which was added and 
dissolved therein 9 g of sorbitan monostearate. Afterwards, dissolved oxygen was expelled by blowing a 
nitrogen gas into the flask. 

35 Separately, 122.6 g of sodium hydroxide with 95% purity dissolved in 796.5 g of water was added to 
300 g of acrylic acid in a beaker of 2000 ml in volume, while externally cooling with ice, thereby neutralizing 
70% of the carboxyl groups. In this case, the concentration of the monomer in water corresponds to 30%, 
as measured for the neutralized monomer. Then, to this solution were added and dissolved therein 0.42 g of 
N.N'-methylenebisacrylamide and 1.04 g of potassium persulfate. Thereafter, dissolved oxygen was 

40 expelled by blowing a nitrogen gas into the solution. 

Next, the content of the above beaker was added to the content of the above four-necked round flask, 
followed by mixing under agitation. Then, the internal temperature of the flask was increased in an oil bath 
while bubbling a nitrogen gas. As a result, the internal temperature reached around 60° C, then rose rapidly 
and finally reached 75 °C after tens of minutes. While that internal temperature was maintained at 60 to 

45 65° C, reaction was carried out for 3 hours with stirring at 145 rpm. When stirring was stopped, wet polymer 
particles settled down on the bottom of the round flask. These particles could easily be separated from the 
cyclohexane phase by decantation. 

The separated wet polymer was transferred into a vacuum dryer, where it. was heated to 90 C to 
remove cyclohexane and water attached to the polymer. As a result, 400 g of highly water-absorptive dry 

so polymer powder was obtained. 

Highly Water-Absorptive Polymer (B) 

55 

For this polymer, use was made of a crosslinked product of starch/acrylic acid (salt) graft copolymer 
(Sunwet IM-1000®, manufactured by Sanyo Kasei Co., Ltd.). 

Fine powder of high-purity silicon dioxide was added to and uniformly mixed with the highly water- 
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absorptive powdery polymer (A) or (B). 

The types and amounts of the highly water-absorptive powdery polymers and high-purity silicon 
dioxides used were shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 





Polymers and their 
Amount 


High-Purity Silicon Dioxide 


Amount 


Ex. 1 


Polymer (A) 100 g 


Trade Name: Syloid 63 


Mean particle size: 6.0 u 


0.01 g 


Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd, 


Specific surface area: 700 m 2 /g 


Ex. 2 


ditto 


ditto 


0.05 g 


Ex. 3 


ditto 


ditto 


0.5 g 


Ex. 4 


ditto 


ditto 


2.0 g 


Ex. 5 


ditto 


Trade Name: Syloid 66 


Mean particle size: 3.0 u 


0.5 g 


Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd. 


Specific surface area: 700 m 2 /g 


Ex.6 


ditto 


ditto 


2.0 g 


Ex. 7 


Polymer (B) 100 g 


Trade Name: Syloid 63 


Mean particle size: 6.0 u 


0.1 g 


Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd. 


Specific surface area: 700 m 2 /g 


Ex. 8 


ditto 


ditto 


0.5 g 


Ex. 9 


ditto 


ditto 


2.0 g 



30 

Comparative Examples 1 & 2 

35 Measurements were made of the water absorption capacity, rate of water absorption (diffusion), 
hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals of the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer (A) 
and (B) with which no high-purity silicon dioxide was mixed. 

4 0 Comparative Examples 3 to 9 

Fine powders of various types of high-purity silicon dioxide were added to and uniformly mixed with the 
highly water-absorptive powdery polymers. 
45 The types and amounts of the highly water-absorptive polymers and high-purity silicon dioxides used 
were shown in Table 2. 
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Table 2 





Polymers and 
their Amount 


High-Purity Silicon Dioxide 


Amount 


Comp. Ex. 1 


Polymer (A) 1 00 g 






Comp. Ex. 2 


Polymer (B) 100 g 




— 


Comp. Ex. 
3 


Polymer (A) 100 g 


I raoe Name. Aerosn lou 


Mean panicie size, u.uio u 


0.5 g 


(Japan Aerosn oo., Ltd.) 


opecinc surrace area, lou m /g 


Comp. Ex. 
4 


ditto 


Trade Name; Aerosil 200 


Mean pamcie size. u.ui<i m. 


0.5 g 


(Japan Aerosn uo., Ltd.) 


opeciTic surrace area. ^uu m'/g 


Comp. Ex. 
5 


ditto 


TrflHp Name** Apro<?il R-Q72 

i i dUCr inch i io. rACi uoii m ^ / t 


Mfian oarticle size* 0 016 LL 


0.5 g 


(Japan Aerosil Co., Ltd.) 


Specific surface area: 1 1 0 m 2 /g 


Comp. Ex. 
6 


ditto 


Trade Name: Syloid 244 


Mean particle size: 1 .8 u 


1.0 g 


(Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd.) 


Specific surface area: 300 m 2 /g 


Comp. Ex. 
7 


ditto 


Trade Name: Microbead MB-3A 


Mean particle size: 40 u 


5.0 g 


(Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd.) 


Specific surface area: 650 m 2 /g 


Comp. Ex. 
8 


Polymer (B) 100 g 


Trade Name: Aerosil 1 30 


Mean particle size: 0.016 u 


0.5 g 


(Japan Aerosil Co., Ltd.) 


Specific surface area: 1 30 m 2 /g 


Comp. Ex. 
9 


ditto 


Trade Name: Syloid 244 


Mean particle size: 1 .8 /x 


1.0 g 


(Fuji-Davison Chemical Co., Ltd.) 


Specific surface area: 300 m 2 /g 



30 



Table 3 shows the results of the water absorption capacity, rate of water absorption (diffusion), 
hygroscopicity, cohesiveness and adhesion to metals of the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer 
compositions set forth in Tables 1 and 2. 
35 The mean particle sizes of the high-purity silicon dioxides shown in Tables 1 and 2 were all measured 
by the Coulter counter method, while the specific surface areas thereof were all determined by the BET 
method. 
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Table 3 



5 




Water Absorption 
oapacuy v9'9 poiymer; 


Rate of Water 

Ah^nrntinn (n/n 

rAUQuI JJUUi I ^y/y 

polymer) 


Hygroscopicity, 
Cohesiveness 


Adhesion to 
Metals 










vveigni 
gains (g) 


O+of e» phanooc 
Olalc Ullcuiyoo 




10 


Ex. 1 


65 


50 


1.9 


No change 


No adhesion 


Ex.2 


67 


50 


1.2 


No change 


No adhesion 




Ex. 3 


64 


48 


1.5 


No change 


No adhesion 




Ex.4 


59 


44 


1.4 


No change 


No adhesion 


15 


Ex.5 


66 


51 


1.0 


No change 


No adhesion 




Ex. 6 


63 


50 


1.0 


No change 


No adhesion 




Ex.7 


40 


17 


2.4 


No change 


No adhesion 


20 


Ex. 8 


41 


16 


2.5 


No change 


No adhesion 




Ex.9 


39 


14 


2.0 


No change 


No adhesion 




Comp.Ex. 1 


65 


50 


2.9 


Surface film, 


Much adhesion 


25 


Comp.Ex. 2 


40 


17 


4.3 


Solidification 


some adhesion 


Comp.Ex. 3 


65 


51 


2.5 


Cohesion 


some adhesion 




Comp.Ex. 4 


63 


49 


2.6 


Cohesion 


some adhesion 




Comp.Ex. 5 


62 


46 


4.0 


No change 


some adhesion 


30 


Comp.Ex. 6 


64 


46 


1.4 


Cohesion 


some adhesion 




Comp.Ex. 7 


60 


21 


4.2 


Solidification 


Much adhesion 




Comp.Ex. 8 


38 


15 


3.9 


Cohesion 


No adhesion 


35 


Comp.Ex. 9 


38 


16 


3.6 


Cohesion 


No adhesion 



From the results shown in Table 3, it is apparent that the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer 
compositions according to the present invention are simultaneously improved in terms of their hyg- 
roscopicity, state after moisture absorption and adhesion to metals without causing damage to the water 
absorption properties inherent in the highly water-absorptive polymers. 

Claims 

1. A highly water-absorptive powdery polymer composition comprising a mixture of a highly water- 
absorptive powdery polymer and a porous powder of a high-purity silicon dioxide, said powder having (a) a 
mean particle size of 0.1 to 30 urn as measured by the Coulter counter method and (b) a specific surface 
area of 500 m 2 /g or more as measured by the BET (Brunauer-Emmett-Teller) method. 

2. The composition according to claim 1, wherein the highly water-absorptive powdery polymer is 
produced from an acrylic monomer selected from the group consisting of acrylic acid, methacrylic acid and 
their alkali metal salts. 

3. The composition according to claim 2, wherein the acrylic monomer is an alkali metal salt of acrylic 
acid and/or methacrylic acid. 

4. The composition according to claim 3, wherein the alkali metal salt is sodium salt. 

5. The composition according to claim 3 or 4, wherein the alkali metal salt has a neutralization degree 
of 50 to 95 mol %. 

6. The composition according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the porous powder of a high- 
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purity silicon dioxide is used in an amount of 0.001 to 10 parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the 
highly water-absorptive powdery polymer. 

7. The composition according to claim 6, wherein said amount is 0.005 to 5 parts by weight 

8. The composition according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the porous powder of a high- 
purity silicon dioxide has a mean particle size of 1 to 10 urn. 
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FIG. I 
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